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Questions by House Panel Anger Marine Gene‘rall

] ByJOEL BRINKLEY
e Special to The New York Times .
WASHINGTON, Nov. 2 — The Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, Gen.
Paul X. Kelley, told the House Armed
Services Committee today that it
shauld be asking more questions about
the people who bombed the Marine
heedquarters at Beirut airport rather
than about security precautions.’
The death toll may rise to 239, he
said: Questioned for the second day
about_why sentries on duty were not
rying loaded rifles when the truck
loaded with explosives raced past, Gen-

ons, but we're not talking about the
people who did it. I want to find the
perpetrators. I want to bring them to |
justice! You have to allow me this one |
moment of anger.” :

General Kelley also responded vehe-
| mently to & report that the Central In-

telligence Agency said Oct. 20, three
, that there
might be a possible terrorist attack on
American forces in Lebanon. .

“I read in The New York Times
today,” General Kelley said, ‘that
some nameless, faceless intelligence

- official had an intelligence report that

should have been sufficient that we
should have recognized the threat.

«But 1 would like that nameless and °
faceless official to come l:‘fiy baend ftlell me
he recognized that it woul afive-ton |
truck carrying 5,000 pounds of ord-
pance going at 60 miles per hour. And
I'll tell you, I'll be damn mad!”

He said the tragedy might have been
averted if the Marines had received a

“I'm not talking about those broad,
vague statements they hide be-
hind,” he said. “I'm talking about
specificity, about a truck.” - ‘

General Kelley completed his third

|| terrorism is just as much a function of

! day of testimony before House and Sen-
. ate committees today. He said the
truck bombing *‘represents a new and
unique terrorist threat, ope that could
not have been anticipated by any com-
mander.” o

He defended the field commander’s
decision to house several hundred ma-

were S0 many
that, *“in the Middle East,

1] tee, “In my

thdr}'seotppwerasmruseoftheM-l
Some military officials and experts

! Tterviews.

on terrorism said the same thing in in-

An Army official, who declined to be
: jdentified, said:

“You put tha;n::any people ign‘;ne
lace together, are creating a
l:imatim. -spedally’-;:“that part of the |

world where terrorism is so common."’
Prof. Robert H

f'Georgetothnivers'ity.asPeciahst

m 1
terrorism who used to be with the Arms '1
Control and Disarmament Agency, |
said:
*] just don’t understand it. In add;-
tion to providing barriers against vehi-
. cles, you just don’t want to concentrate
' your people in a situation like that.
They seemed more interested in crea-
ture comforts than in safety.”
On the question of unloaded weapons,
General Kelley told the committee that

sentries were following orders and

could have loaded their rifies in a sec-
ond or two. The rifles are carried un-
Joaded to prevent accidents, a Marine
spokesman said. )
Mds'mym!mt:lm&ml
t
would have beea impossibie to stop that
AtrunkR with small arms fire.”
epresentative Larry Hopkins, &
Kentucky Republican, responded:
“Maybe the M-]6 would not have
stopped the truck. We'll never know.
But one thing we do know is that an
empty M-16 won't stop a truck.” -

Now, the general said, the Marine
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